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U.S. Government Launches Feed the Future Initiative in Zambia
Lusaka - Today the U.S. government, through the U. S. Agency for International Development
(USAID), launched two agricultural research programs to help Zambia reduce rural poverty,
improve nutrition, and bring the benefits of economic growth to all Zambians. These programs
are the start of the Feed the Future Initiative in Zambia. Feed the Future is the U.S.
government’s global hunger and food security initiative, aimed at addressing the root causes of
poverty and hunger.

Speaking at the Launch, U.S. Ambassador to Zambia Mark C. Storella emphasized the
partnership between the United States and Zambia.

“The importance of our shared goals cannot be overstated. Zambia has made tremendous
economic gains, but even as the country approaches middle-income status, four in five rural
Zambians remain poor. The Feed the Future initiative marks a new era in partnership between
the American people and the Zambian people to fight poverty and improve food security.”

The two projects launched are the Food Security Research Project (FSRP) and the Agricultural
Research and Development Program. The Food Security Research Project is led by Michigan
State University and will work with the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives and other
partners to conduct research to inform agriculture policies. The project will improve informed
decision-making by supporting development of the crop forecast, Living Conditions Monitoring
Survey, and other data resources. The Embassy of Sweden co-funds this project.

The other project is the Zambia Agricultural Research and Development Program, led by the
Consultative Group on International Agriculture Research, working with local Zambian partners.
This program will undertake research that increases the productivity of Zambian agriculture and
improves household nutrition. Together, these projects will promote the adoption of improved
crop varieties, and improve the management of these crops for higher yields and improved
environmental sustainability.

Also speaking at the launch, U. S. Feed the Future Deputy Coordinator Dr. Julie Howard noted
the importance of agricultural research and development.

“Feed the Future represents not just a commitment of resources by the American people, but also
a new approach to achieving our shared goals. Agricultural research and development is one of
the most effective investments we can make in poverty reduction. A hallmark of the Feed the
Future approach is an emphasis on science and innovation.”

USAID is committed to working with Zambia to improve food security. The two programs

launched today are part of a larger Feed the Future portfolio comprising $85 million in planned

U.S. government investments in agriculture and nutrition programs over the next five years.
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